Tom Burtonwood
Difference and Repetition
Artist Statement

Difference and Repetition is Burtonwood’s second solo exhibition with Bert Green Fine Art and features two bodies of
work produced over a five-year span from 2020 to 2025. These works expand and build upon Burtonwood’s continued
research exploring the Deleuzian idea of difference through repetition. The exhibition premiers two new pieces made
in 2024 and three older works made in 2020 and 2021.

“A Cube is a Rectangle (Series C) 2024,” combines Burtonwood’s long established interest in generative art practices
with his ongoing series of cube aka “Wurfel” drawings. Series C scales the basic “Wrfel” matrix up by a factor of 2 and
divides it into four separate quadrants mounted onto four separate panels hung next to each other to make a unified
rectangular whole. Taken together each rectangle depicts the signature pyramid/cube/towers/module typology
Burtonwood has been looping through since 2022. Over the course of the exhibition Burtonwood will stage a
happening of sorts where each week the seven individual “Series C” pieces will be rearranged using a variety of
generative rule sets. Visitors to the exhibition on a given week will see a different presentation of the “Series C" works
than the week before. For the closing reception the “Series C” works will be rearranged to their starting positions.
Burtonwood will document each week's iterations and plan to present these “new” works in the future.

“Double Dutch (New Buffalo), 2024” is a two-minute duration stop frame animation video with accompanying audio
produced by Burtonwood on a recent artist in residency at the Roger Brown House in New Buffalo, Michigan. Over the
course of twelve days Burtonwood produced twelve stop frame animations each one showing the unfolding cube
sculpture opening to its full extent and then closing back up. Working outdoors Burtonwood took full advantage of
the changing season, moving shadows and bucolic setting of the Roger Brown House to capture the passage of time
and produce a rhythmic and hypnotic meditation on the idea of difference through repetition. The audio was
produced with field recordings taken during his stay in New Buffalo and features stand out sounds from the area, bird
calls, train whistles and the ever-present rushing wind and crashing waves of nearby Lake Michigan.

Accompanying these two new works are three pen plotter drawing projects made in 2020 and 2021. In “Time
Becomes (Set 2), 2020” Burtonwood loops through a photograph of a donut using software to computationally render
a variety of half tone like strategies to simulate surface, form and detail. In this set he produces eight individual one
color images drawn by machine and a ninth composite drawing of all eight superimposed upon each other.
“Viewports (Vestibule), 2021” depicts the entrance way of a double decker Amtrak train Burtonwood made a 3D scan
of in early 2018 on a trip to the Grand Canyon. Inspired by multi-view imaging present in CAD applications he
produced four pen plotter images in a pointillist style reproducing three orthographic views and one isometric view of
the 3D scan repeating the same subject four different ways. Completing the pen plotter work are four pieces from
“The Space Between Us” a series of drawings Burtonwood made from video stills of performances enacted by
videokaffe, an international art collective he is part of. In this project videokaffe commissioned dancers in Europe to
interact with dancers in the USA in real time using a custom-built telepresence system that projected the European
dancer into visual proximity with the American dancer and vice versa. In this fashion two dancers were
choreographed dancing in unison despite being apart. Burtonwood used a computational drawing system to produce
a number of different responses to the video stills further abstracting the subject to experiment with implied motion,
gesture and form.



Biography

Tom Burtonwood (b. United Kingdom) is a Chicago-based multidisciplinary artist, curator and educator. He/they are
Associate Professor at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. He/they hold an MFA from Southern lllinois
University, Carbondale (USA) and a BA from Loughborough College of Art (UK).

Recent venues presenting Burtonwood's work include Taiteen Talo and Tramhall, both Turku, Finland; MOM Art Space,
Hamburg, Germany; MUU Helsinki Contemporary Art Center, Helsinki, Finland; Charlotte Street Foundation, Kansas
City, MO; Buddy, Chicago, IL; Material, Chicago; The Donut Shop, Chicago; Bert Green Fine Art, Chicago; DesignLab
Gallery, Pasadena, CA; Dock 6, Chicago, IL; Monaco, St. Louis, MO; Platform, Evanston; Riverside Art Center, Riverside,
IL; CICA Museum Gyeonggi-do, Korea; DEMO Project, Springfield, IL; Terrain Biennial 2017, Oak Park, IL.

Burtonwood is a member of the international art collective videokaffe and a board member and co-organizer of
Terrain Exhibitions, an Oak Park based not for profit arts organization. Terrain makes private space public through
sculpture, installation, performance and interventions. Apart from Terrain he/they have curated over twenty
exhibitions of contemporary art working with Chicago - based artist run galleries GARDENfresh (2002 - 2009) and
What It Is (2010 - 2015).
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Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL (Invited)

Presenter “Pecha Kucha” Apple Store Michigan Ave, Chicago, IL (Invited)

2017

Presenter “Beyond the Inflection Point, Lessons learned from 3D Printing at SAIC” Construct 3D Conference, Duke
University, Durham, NC

Co-Chair “The Digital Hand, The Future of fabrication in the Foundation Curriculum” Foundations in Art: Theory and
Education, Kansas City, MO

Presenter Midwest RepRap Festival, Goshen, IN

2016

Makerfaire Tokyo, Tokyo Big Sight, Tokyo, Japan



Pecha Kucha Tokyo Vol 138, Super Deluxe, Roppongi, Tokyo, Japan (Invited)

“3D Printing Workshop” Catherine Cook School, Chicago, IL (Invited)

“Twenty Something Sullivan” RAPID2016, Orlando, FL

“Dev Bootcamp” Chicago Emerging Museum Professionals, Chicago, IL (Invited)

Acre Exhibition Space, Chicago, IL

2015

“Artists Talk” ElImhurst Art Museum Biennial, EImhurst, IL

“3D Printing workshop” Barnes and Noble Mini Maker Faire, Skokie, IL

“Pecha Kucha at the Chicago Architecture Biennial” Chicago Cultural Center, Chicago, IL (Invited)
“Center for Lost Arts” Sullivan Galleries, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL
“3D Printing Workshop” D300 School District, Dundee, IL

“Artists Talk” Northeastern lllinois University, Chicago, IL

“Focus on the Arts” Highland Park High School, Highland Park, IL

“3D Printing/ Scanning workshop” Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, IL

“3D Printing Workshop” Brooks Middle School, Oak Park, IL

2014

“Artists Talk” Sector 67 Hackerspace, Madsion, W

“Artists Talk and 3D Printing Demo” Chicago Art Department, Chicago, IL

“3D Printing Demo” Morton Arboretum, Lisle, IL

“Orihon, Designing, Making and Distributing The World's First 3D Printed Book” Art and Book Symposium, Dunedin
School of Art, Dunedin, New Zealand

“Artist’s talk,” Columbia College Chicago, Chicago, IL

“3D Printer Shootout 2014” Make Magazine, World Maker Faire, New York, NY

“Radical Publishing Symposium,” Center for Book and paper Arts, Chicago, IL
“Chicago: City of Big Data” Pecha Kucha, Chicago Architecture Foundation, Chicago, IL
“3D Printing Panel and Roundtable” New Media Caucus, Columbia College, Chicago, IL (co-chair)
3D Printing Demo, Chicago Creative Coalition, Firecat Projects, Chicago, IL

“Dialogues on the New Plastic” Artists talk at Firecat Projects, Chicago, IL

2013

“The 3D Printed Book” The Innovation Lab, Harold Washington Library, Chicago, IL
DIY Chicago, panel discussion, Center for Book and Paper Arts, Chicago, IL (upcoming)
3D Printed Book Demo, 6018 North, Edge Up Festival curated by Tricia Van Eck,
Chicago, IL

3D Printing Panel Discussion w. Sophie Kahn, Columbia College Chicago, Chicago, IL
3D Printing Demonstration, The Green Exchange, Chicago, IL

Pecha Kucha: UK / Chicago, Residence of the British Consulate, Chicago, IL

3D Printing Demonstration, School of the Art Institute, Chicago, IL

2012

iii Print Your Head !!!, 3d scanning and printing workshop, What It Is, Chicago, IL
Chicago Ideas Week, 3d printing demo with Makerbot, Chicago, IL

Artist Talk, Oak Park Public Library, Oak Park, IL

2011

Artist Talk, Hinge Gallery, Chicago, IL

On the Road, MDW Fair, Chicago, IL

All the Fun of the Fair, Fashion Institute of Technology, New York, NY

2009

Art Fair Context: Undergraduate seminar presentation, Columbia College, Chicago, IL
Art Fair Insights: Graduate seminar presentation, Columbia College, Chicago, IL

Visiting Artist Lectures/Presentations/Critiques
2024



Visiting Critic, “Emerging Worlds,” School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Eric Hotchkiss (faculty)
2019

Visiting Artist “Visiting Artist Colloquium,” University of Wisconsin Madison, Madison, WI

2017

Visiting Artist, “Design Discourses” School of the Art Institute of Chicago invited by Bess Williamson
2016

College of Lake County, Grayslake, IL

Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, IL

2015

University of Wisconsin Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI

2014

University of Wisconsin Madison, Madison, WI

“Copy Shop,” University of lllinois Springfield, Springfield, IL

Stevenson University, Owings Mill, Maryland

2013

United States Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration, Chicago, IL
Household Manufacturing: A 3D Printing Lab, Chicago Ideas Week hosted by kCura, Chicago, IL

3D Printing and Scanning demo, Have Dreams, Evanston, IL

3D Printing Workshop, Teacher Institute in Contemporary Art, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL
3D Printing Training Workshop, Dept. of Contemporary Practices, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL
2012

Improbable Objects, 3d scanning and printing demo, Nuveen Center, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago,
IL

Improbable Objects, 3d printing demonstration, Dick Blick, Chicago, IL

Make Your Own Collection, The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL

2011

Visiting Artist, Undergraduate Painting seminar critique, Columbia College, Chicago, IL

2008

No End in Sight: panel discussion, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, IL

2007

Talk Back: Buyer Beware Hyde Park Art Center, Chicago, IL

Collaboration: Overrated or Underserved? Around the Coyote, Chicago, IL

2004

Visiting Artist, Southern lllinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, IL

Collections

Scott Hunter, Chicago, IL

Jason Pickleman, Chicago, IL

Golda Mier Library, Special Collections, University of Wisconsin Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Thomas J Watson Library, The Metropolitan Museum of Art

The Boston Athanaeum, Boston, MA

Institute for Aesthetik, Aarhaus University, Denmark

Poetry Foundation, Chicago, IL

Chicago Public Library Special Collections, Harold Washington Library, Chicago, IL

Dunedin School of Art, Dunedin, New Zealand

The Joan Flasch Artist Book Collection, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago

Rotch Library Limited Access Collection, MIT, Cambridge, MA.

Haas Arts Special Collections, Robert B. Haas Family Arts Center Library, Yale University, New Haven, CT.
Mary Norton Clapp Library, Special Collections, Occidental College, Los Angeles, CA.

University of California Santa Barbara Library, Special Collections, Santa Barbara, CA.

University of Delaware Library, Special Collections, Newark, DE.



University of Minnesota Library, Minneapolis, MN.

Lafayette College Library, Special Collections, Easton, PA
Columbia College Chicago Library, Special Collections, Chicago
America Online (AOL), New York, NY

Mudo, Turkey

Artist Residencies

2024

SAIC Roger Brown Residency, New Buffalo, Michigan

2023

MOM Art Space, Hamburg, Germany

2022

AIR — ARTIST IN RESIDENCE Niederdsterreich, Krems an der Donau, Austria
2020

Courtroom Artist Residency, Half Letter Press, Chicago, IL

2019

Selected for Artist in Residence, Signal Culture, Buffalo, NY
2018

Artist in Residence, Riverside Art Center, Riverside, IL

2017

Industry of the Ordinary Summer Residency, Chicago, IL
2015

Artist in Residence, Make Labs, Make Magazine, San Francisco, CA
2014

Artist in Residence, The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL
2013

Artist in Residence, Chicago Public Library Innovation Lab, Chicago, IL

2012

#Met3d Hackathon, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY

2011

Artist in Residence, Harold Arts, Chesterhill, OH

2006

Artist in Residence, Open Studio Project, City of Chicago Public Arts Program, Chicago, IL
1998

Artist in Residence, Patrick Allan-Fraser Trust, Hospitalfield House, Arbroath, Scotland

Professional Experience and Service

2022- 2024

“Redemptive Plastics” co founder, Chicago, IL Happy Returns Studio, co founder, Chicago, IL
2021- present

“Adopt An Ott,” Oak Park, IL

2018 - present

Terrain, Co-President, Oak Park, IL

2018 - present

New Media Caucus, Exhibitions and Events, Committee
2009 - 2012

What It Is, Co-director, Oak Park IL

2002 - 2008

GARDENfresh, Co-director, Chicago, IL

Curatorial Projects



2022

Hive Mind, Successful Failures / NFO XPO Booth, Chicago Cultural Center, Chicago, IL
2018

In Real Life, Platform Gallery, Evanston, IL

2016

Selected to curate exhibition for Ruth Davis Design gallery at University of Wisconsin Madison
2017

Terrain Biennial, selected and hosted Allison Lacher and Jeff Robinson

2015

Terrain Biennial, selected Bernard Williams for Oak Park Art League, Oak Park, IL
2010

Approaching the Nanofax Singularity, Version Fest, Chicago, IL

Gallery Affiliations

Art Clvb, Detroit, M|, USA

Bert Green Fine Art, Chicago, IL, USA
Buddy, Chicago, IL, USA

Booklyn, Brooklyn, New York, USA

Fuse Works, Brooklyn, New York, USA
Pierogi Flatfiles, Brooklyn, New York, USA

Organizations
Member, Videokaffe, International Art Collective



